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EDITORIAL

Dear readers,

After consultation with elected representative, residents,
local partners, la Communauté de Communes Pays d'Opale
adopted in December 2022 its territorial project for the
next ten years aimed at planning and guiding its economic,
social and environmental development.

“La Balade d'Hardinghen” that you are about to discover was
created in this framework with the intention of preserving
and promoting the sometimes well-hidden treasures found
within our beautiful intermunicipal community. It is with a
sense of wonder, as seen through the eyes of a child
sharing a moment of complicity with their grandfather, that
you will be guided along the paths of this commune.

I hope you will enjoy this interlude of well-being in the Pays d'Opale and that you will
become wonderful ambassadors of it.
Happy discovery,

Ludovic Loquet
Président de la Communauté de Communes Pays d'Opale

Dear readers,

Welcome to the heart of the Parc naturel regional des Caps
et Marais d'Opale !

Discover Hardinghen in a new way through the comic book
«la Balade d'Hardinghen» and embark on an adventure full
of surprises, emotions, and discoveries. This is a unique
opportunity to fall in love with our region over and over again
and be amazed by the diversity of our natural, cultural, and
geological heritage.

This project, shared with the Communaute de Communes
Paysd'Opale,embodiesourdeepcommitmenttothe UNESCO
Global Geopark label application, aiming to showcase our
territory, which rightfully deserves this recognition.

Enjoy the journey,

Sophie Warot-Lemaire
Conseillere départementale
Présidente du Parc naturel régional des Caps et Marais d'Opale
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CROS5-CHANNEL

GEOPARK
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What geological treasure has made Hardinghen famous ?
Which families have left a mark in the history of the village ?
What elements make up the landscape and biodiversity?

This is what you will discover through this comic strip entitled
Hardinghen's walk which invites you to a beautiful immersion in
the company of the protagonists : Léandre and Hermine.

Wish you a great adventure !

This work has been carried out by the Parc naturel regional des
Caps et Marais d'Opale and the Communauté de Communes du
Pays d'Opale as part of the “Cross-Channel Geopark’, a Franco-
British project led by the PRNCMO and the Kent Downs AONB
(Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) to obtain the «UNESCO
Global Geopark» label.

«UNESCO Global Geopark» label offers an international
recognition ofthe geologicalheritage of the territorytoenhance
it and make it discover to the greatest number of people.
Geology surrounds us, shapes our landscapes and conditions
our daily lives : from hills to cliffs, from sand to building stones,
from wet meadow flowers to bocage.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE
CROSS-CHANNEL GEOPARK




Lea, héneas
D'HARDINGHEN

LEANDRE

Hello, my name is Léandre. I have always lived in Hardinghen, located
between Marquise, Guines et Licques. It is a discreet little place, with
a lot of stories to tell !

I have always been proud to live here in the heart of this beautiful
and preserved nature. Like my grandparents before me, I am
committed to passing on my granddaughter this wealth of memories
and stories that are so dear to me.

HERMINE

Hello ! My name is Hermine and I am 9 years old. Do you know what ?
My grand-dad is the best in the whole world !

He is super intelligent and he knows a lot of too cool things !

When I go and visit him in his house in Hardinghen, it is party time !
He's always telling me such great stories.

OUR THREE WEASELS

Here are our three little weasels | They will lead Hermine and her
grandfather onto wonderful adventures through different
landscapes of Hardinghen. Keep your eyes open !

They will be with you along the way. But watch out ! Sometimes,
they do hide ! Will you find them ?

The characters are fictional, based on real events.

afe/panwum/
D'HERMINE & DE LEANDRE

JARDIN

LES EOLIENNES

RUE DU GENERAL
DE GAULLE

LATOUR
PENCHEE

L'ESTAMINET LEGLISE

Approximately 5 km to cover, wear walking shoes.

How can I obtain the comic book
« LA BALADE D'HARDINGHEN » ?

TO DOWNLOAD ON MY MOBILE :




Jas bodode
D'HARDINGHEN

Script :
Parc naturel régional des Caps et Marais d'Opale,
Communauté de Communes du Pays d'Opale and Emilie Frot

Illustrations, coloring, and layout by :
Gregory Barek
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iT’S 6OING TO BE GREAT ,
TO SHOW YOU AROUND THE
VILLAGE. iT SEEMS VERY QUiET !
AND PEACEFUL HERE, i
BUT AS YOU’LL SEE, SOME
6REAT ADVENTURES TOOK
PLACE HERE.

" OOH, YES,

i NANT TO KNOW ALL
ABOUT THEM! MMM,
iT’S NiCE HERE - .«'"'f
i LIKE BEING WiTH .

YOU 6RAMPS!

LoOOK .
6RAMPS! T:c;l;eyzxi:::u

OVUTSIDE?

WHAT

"~ HERMINE?

-




THREE LiTTLE \ I";'._Il'r:l':lnlr;""_,r e T Lt -
FURRY THiNGS N\
cee ‘_# I

i HAVE AN
iDEA WHO THEY |
COULD BE! LET'S 60 | 1§
AND SEE iF WE CAN /
FiND THEM. _

WHERE HAVE |
THEY 60ONE? |

MAYBE THAT |
LADY OVER THERE
SAW THEM?
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THEY MUST BE
THE THREE LiTTLE
WEASELS...

OH, WE ARE USED TO
SEEING6 THEM AROUND -
THEY ARE OUR THREE LiTTLE
WEASELS! AND Af A QUEEN,
. i KNOW EXACTLY WHERE

) THEY WilLlL BE.

EXCUSE-ME,
HAVE YOU SEEN THREE
LIiTTLE ANIMALS?

/ oon,
THAT'S
GREAT!

ARE YOU
REALLY A
QUEEN?

OF COURSE!
i AM A REAL QUEEN,
AND MY NAME if iRiS.

YoU MAY HAVE NOTICED
THAT THERE ARE A LOT OF

CASTLES AND STATELY HOMES
iN HARDINGHEN. HERE,
QUEENS ARE WHAT WE CALL
THE WOMEN WHO LOOK
AFTER THE FLOWERS
iN THE CHURCH.
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iT'S APRETTY
CHURCH, iSN'TiT?

SAINT MARGUERITE’S -

ALL PiNK AND BEIGE.

iTifs
DELIGHTFUL!

i§ iT MADE OF
MARQUiISE STONE?

="

'] -I'.‘. .1
=
' YES,BUTNOT
ONLY. RUN YOUR
HAND ALONG

THE WALL!

CAN YOU FEEL
THE LiTTLE BUMPS?

iTif AL§O MADE OF
SANDSTONE.




i'VE 60T SOME ;
FLOWERS LEFT OVER. ig
WOULD YOU LIKE TO PUT
THEM AT THE FOOT OF OUR
LEANING TOWER?
iT’S A HiISTORIC

-

F
i
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i
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THE TOWER A
if OVER THERE, 11
BEHIND THE
CHURCH.

AND Af FOR THE WEASELS,
i THINK THEY HAVE 60ONE
ON A WANDER ROUND
THE ViLLAGE.

60 UP THE LANE THAT 6OES
ALONG THE FIiELDS, YOU LL
ARRIVE AT THE DOVECOT
CASTLE WHERE YOU RE SURE

TO FIND THEM.

OOM,
THisS if A REAL
ADVENTURE!

ENJOY
YOUR
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A
. Take the lane to the left like Hermine and Léandre.

T PETS
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J b
HERE WE GO GATHER;

) NuTs iNMAY.. o B~

LOOK AT THOSE
HUGE COLUMN(!
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LET ME TELL YOU ABOVT
THE DOVECOTE CASTLE. iT’S
CALLED THAT BECAUSE THERE USED
TO BE A BEAVTIFUL DOVECOTE
THERE AND THE OWNERS
WERE LiCENSED TO BREED
DOVES AND PiGEONS.




AND THAT
ENORMOUS TREE,
iT'S A COPPER BEECH.

i THINK SOME
iMPORTANT PEOPLE
MUST HAVE
LIVED HERE!

THE WEASELS..

WHERE CAN
THEY BE?

¥ \
' ) ERE ,.
BUT i CAN'T SEE _ % AR, TH

, OVER
THERE 6RAMPS!

THEY WENT ALONG

THE ROAD TO THE
B8 RiGHT.LET’S
FOLLOW THEM!
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WHERE ARE THEY
TAKiING6 USf NOW?
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WE'RE 60iING

\ il o g : Y AND NATURE if SO
TOWARDS THE FiELDS -":-.'.. £ g = i ; B w' POWERFUL HERE.
AND THE RVEDE (IS AN W A = e T L

. . ; LA MOTTE! #I ; I!::. i

WE SHOULD FinND
THEM THERE!

- THE WiNDMiLLS?
THEY ARE ,ii
DANCING TOO! i
':"i|'_'

e T

LY

§ Atthe end of the track, turn left like Léandre and ;
Hermine and continue on to the first farmhouse. --{.;:ﬂﬁ?_'_ sl
i B T I R R R T e R,

OH, THE WiND By’ A ) " WAL
FEELS NiCE! - : : i Bl A
LOOK 6RAMPS! i’'M ey, N/ G e S o BRI Y HAVE A LITTLE ;
DANCING LiKE THE - 7, g L I R REST NOW.
TREES AND THE [ P A i - - g o 2NN
FLOWERS' I o . j'_ i [ ._.El - - : o .::=_._ ¥ i 2 i 7 R | |TH|NK iT'S A GOOD
. 7 (s K { 1 | ‘& . TiMETOTELL YOu
OUR SECRET, WHiCH
if YOURS TOO. THE .
SECRET ABouTovr &
ANCESTORS... =
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iT'S A SECRET
WE'VE KEPT iN THE FAMILY °
SINCE THE 17TH CENTURY.
OUR ANCESTORS USED TO
LiVE HERE, CULTiIVATING
THE LAND.

ONE DAY,
THEY WERE PLOVGHING
A FIELD WiTHA
HORSE-DRAWN
PLOVGH

iT HiT A ROCK
BURIED iN THE SOiL.

ROCK!

DO YOU KNOW
WHAT T WAS?

22
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iN A WAY YES. iT WAS COAL.
WE USED iT BEFORE

A PRECIiOUS TO PRODUCE HEAT.

STONE?

*}'

IT WAS THE FiRST
COAL TO BE FOUND iN

THE NORD-PAS DE CALAIS
REGION!

AND iT WAS iNDEED
PRECiOUS, BECAUSE iT
WAS THE START OF MANY
YEARS OF PROSPERITY

FOR OUR ViLLAGE!

Y | P
I ————

MR HENICHART :
WAS THE FiRST PERSON E
TO MINE THE COAL THEN
EVERYTHiING DEVELOPED
WHEN THE DESANDROUIN
FAMILY MOVED HERE.

THE ViLLAGE
BECAME RIiCHER,
AND A LOT OF PEOPLE
CAME TO LiVE AND
WORK HERE.



AND ALL BECAUSE
OF OUR FAMILY?
THAT’S AMAZiING!!

OH 6RAMPS, ™
LOOK AT THAT g
HORSESHOE ON
THE WALL. iT’S

ENORMOUS!

1

:
o liniw YoU RE RiGHT!
: o ) ” AND THERE'’S A REASON
<= P i FOR THAT.

DiD YOU KNOW
THAT HORSES WERE USED
TO EXTRACT THE COAL?

THESE WORKHORSES WERE
VERY Bi6 AND POWERFuUL,
WiTH VERY Bi6 HOOVES!

S

LET’S 60 AFTER THEM!

iT WilL TAKEUS TO et

A STREET NAMED
AFTER COAL!

YES, i CAN SEE
A SIiGN
OVER THERE...
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“RUE NOIRE", THAT l

MEANS BLACK STREET.

BLACK. LiKE THE COAL DUST

ON THE MINERS’'FACES
WHEN THEY CAME HOME
fROM THE MINE.

You SEE, THiS if
THE STREET THE MINERS

WOULD WALK ALONG6 TO 60
TO AND COME BACK FROM

THE MINE WHERE THE
COAL PiTS WERE.




WE ARE JUSTIFIABLY
PROUD OF THiS PART
OF OUR REGION’S HiSTORY.
YOU KNOW, MINERS HAD VERY
HARD LiVES. THEY USED
TO HEW OUT THE COAL
iN UNDERG6ROUND TUNNELS
WHICH WERE VERY HOT
AND DARK. NOW THE NORD-
PAS-DE-CALAi§ COALFIELDS
ARE A UNESCO WORLD
HERITAGE SiTE!

y Continue in the same direction for another 100 or so metres
A and go into the garden on the right after the pond.

6RAMPS, THERE

ARE SOME SHEEP
OVER THERE. CAN j
60 AND SEE THEM?

OF COURSE!
COME ON THEN.
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'_'_-_. i __". Ll | |II | -".I T "
Ny — R QY B AL RGTLRTRERIN ALY eI HELLO, YES,
- Y Ih ._ LRI T A N .THEY ARE BOULONNAIS SHEEP.
¥ Vi iTif ABREED USED TO KEEP THE
| - / ok GRASS SHORT iN AREAS LiKE
THiS AND MAINLY iN THE CHALK
MEADOWS. THEY WERE BROUVGHT
HERE AS AN ECOLOGICAL WAY OF
MAINTAINING THE LAND.
THEY GRAZE ON THE G6RASS
AND FERTILiZE THE SOiL AT
THE SAME TiME!
THERE iS LOTS TO SEE HERE.
_~» iTif CALLED A WETLAND
25, CONSERVAT{ON AREA.

A
I

7=\l
' HELLO, WE'RE
JUST ADMIRING
\  YOUR SHEEP!

DO YOU KNow |}
THE GARDEN?

i’VE BEEN HERE.
i'VE BROUGHT MY
6RANDDAVGHTER
TO SEEIT.

& WHEN i WAS YOUNG,
| PEOPLE USED TO SAY
THAT WETLANDS WERE
DANGEROUS FOR
CHILDREN.

" THAT’S WHAT PEOPLE
OFTEN SAY, BUT iN FACT
THEY ARE TEEMING WiTH

WILDLIFE AND ARE
VERY USEFUL TOO AS THEY
FILTER THE WATER AND
PURIFYIIT.



Woowi y "

&Y
6RAMPS, “q é q'

LOOK AT ALL
THE FLOWERS!

' 72 * iT'S MAGNIFICENT.
' A LiTTLE CORNER
OF PARADISE.

iT'S A PERFECT
HABITAT FOR PLANTS
AND ANIMALS. NO LESS
THAN 328 SPECIES WERE
iDENTIFIED HERE.
YOU'RE WELCOME
TO 60 AND HAVE

8. A LOOK AROUND. !

y Rt

THANK You 5
FOR YOUR iNTEREST!

el P S,
| e

]
- e — s - -

TAKE THETIME il 5
TO ENJjoY THE PEACE ok

AND QUIET.

il
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THE TREE!

THAT GARDEN WAS 6REAT!
BUT NOW, WE HAVE TO FiND
THE WEASELS.

i’VE FOUND A
HiDiNG PLACE. iT FEELS
SO SAFEIN HERE! £, ‘ MY LiTTLE OWL!
i"ALMOST DiDON'T SEE :
YOU iN YOUR POLLARDED NN
b, WiLLOW TREE! ik

P S

S i g
=
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THiS GARDEN if FULL
OF SURPRISES!
COME ALONG NOW.
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f0, MY LiTTLE SWALLOW! WA
DO YOU KNOW WHERE v

WE ARE? " WRUE DE LA VERRERIE ",
THAT HASN T ANYTHING
TODO WiTH OUR
WPRECIOUS STONE! »

=T r.":".'-" i
TH:I.I.'. LT

THAT’S WHERE
YOU'RE WRONG! THE COAL
FOUND UNDERGROUND WAS
USED TO GENERATE HEAT WHICH
COULD MELT 6LASS. AND THERE

USED TO BE A WELL-KNOWN
6LASSWORKS AT THE END OF ) >
THE STREET. THEY SAID iT WAS :
ONE OF THE FINEST
iN FRANCE!

iTUSED TO MAKE
DEMiIJOHNS.

THEY WERE Bi6 6LASS
BOTTLES USED TO CARRY
FRENCH WINE.

WHAT'S
A DEMiJOHN?

BEHIND THESE
WALLS if THE STATELY
HOME BVILT BY THE
6LASSWORKS OWNERS,
THE |>és.¢\w|>|zouim‘..‘r

THEIR TRADE
REALLY TOOK
offin 1721,
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THEY WOULD SHiP THE
DEMiJOHNS TO THE MAIN FRENCH
SEAPORTS, BORDEAVX,

LA ROCHELLE, LORIENT, AND EVEN
TO ENGLAND. iT BECAME QUITE
A LARGE iNDUSTRY.

iT WAS THE
DESANDROUIN FAMILY
WHO RAN THE BUSINESS AND
BROUGHT SUCH PROSPERITY
TO THE ViLLAGE
OF HARDINGHEN.

WHAT
A FAMILY!




BUT THERE WAS STRONG

COMPETiTiON. THE LORD

OF FiIENNES HAD Hi§ OWN
COAL MiNES.

]
NOT SO LONG A6O v f

THEY WERE MAKiNG LEMONADE .~
THERE.BUT THE HOUSE iSN'T THERE
ANYMORE. iT USED TO BELONG6 V.
TO PiERRE CAZiN, THE FRIEND |1
AND PARTNER OF THEODORE
DESANDROUAIN.

* lIII :
_u!‘.’ 1001
j -*¢ 1

6 RAMP S'
THE WEASELS!
OVER THERE!
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b

ON THiS SiDEiT if THE

RVE 6ENERAL DE 6AVLLE

WHICH USED TO BE KNOWN AS

THE RUE DES RiCHES (OR RiCH-

MAN S ROAD). iT 6OES ROUND

THE CHATEAV ATTACHED TO THE
G6LASSWORKS. iN 1881,

THE CHATEAV WAS OCCUPIED
BY DOMINIiCAN NUNS. THEY SET
UP A SCHOOL iN 1935 AND

SOME OF THE CHIiLDREN
THAT WENT THERE HAD
FAMOUS RELATIVES!

N

LooK AT THOSE FiNE
HOUSES! THiS STREET USED
TO BE VERY BUSY, AND THE
MARKET HELD HERE WOULD
60 RiGHT ALONG iTS WHOLE
LENGTH. YOV COULD BUVY
EVERYTHiING THERE.

ANYWAY, HERE’S A
CHALLENGE FOR YOU. _
THERE’S STiLL Al

A BASKET OF FRUIT =
HiDDEN SOMEWHERE!

DO YOU THINK YOU
CAN FiND iT?
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V' THERE 6RAMPS!
[ i"VE FOUND iTIll
APPLES, AND GRAPES!
i LOVE 6RAPES!

]

LI

WELL DONE!
YOU'VE 60T
600D EYES!

LET'S 60 TO I L k
THE MARKET « '
SQUARE NOW. o/ ".‘ 2

THiS if WHERE THE MARKET
ENDED. THERE WERE ALWAYS
ARTISAN WORKSHOPS
ON THiS SQUARE.

R T L

BEFORE, THEY ALL HAD
SOME CONNECTION TO GLASS,
WOOD AND COAL! i’M 6LAD
THAT THERE ARE STILL SOME
B ARTISANS AND ARTISTS SELLING
THEIR WORK THERE.
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HEY 6RAMPSI 60iN6 DOWN

THERE THEY ARE! ~—  THE RVE DE L'E6LISE.
THE WEASELS! LET’S FOLLOW THEM!

You RE RiGHT.
iTif iMPRESSiVE!
i THINK A 6iANT
MUST LiVE THERE!

LOOK AT THAT ENORMOUS
. DOOR 6RAMPS!

e THE WEASELS LOOK TiNY
iN COMPARISON.

38

LET'S TAKE A SHORT
CUT ALONG THE LANE
ON THE RiGHT!

LoOK! THE WEASELS!
THEY'RE GOING ALONG
THE ROAD!

WE'LL CATCH THEM
ON THE OTHER SiDE!
HURRY THOVGH!




/’ iT’S THE CASTLE 2 ——
, OF ViSCOUNT HOGENDORP e

" WHO USED TO BE AN AiRMAN

= DURING THE WAR.
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WeedE  iT's THE COAT

Wow!
WHAT AN EXCITiNG
PLACE THis if!

LoOoK AT THE
SiGN!

e

OF ARMS OF
HARDINGHEN
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YES, THEY ARE THE ARMS,
THE SYMBOL OF THE 6REAT
DESANDROUINS FAMILY!

THEY STAND
NEXT TO THE LioN,
THE ARMS OF THE
LORD OF FIENNES!

SO THiS if WHAT THEY
WANTED ME TO SEE!

THE HiSTORY OF
HARDINGHEN.

LET’S LEAVE THE WEASELS
ALONE NOW. WE CAN HAVE
A 6LASS OF LEMONADE AT
THE LioN D’OR iNN. -

WOULD YOU LiKE THAT? &=

THANK YOU, | =
6RAMPS, FOR
THiS LOVELY
ADVENTURE!
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