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D’HARDINGHEND’HARDINGHEN
La balade
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What geological treasure has made Hardinghen famous ? 
Which families have left a mark in the history of the village ?
What elements make up the landscape and biodiversity? 

This is what you will discover through this comic strip entitled 
Hardinghen’s walk which invites you to a beautiful immersion in 
the company of the protagonists : Léandre and Hermine.

Wish you a great adventure !

This work has been carried out by the Parc naturel régional des 
Caps et Marais d’Opale and the Communauté de Communes  du 
Pays d’Opale as part of the “Cross-Channel Geopark”, a Franco-
British project led by the PRNCMO and the Kent Downs AONB 
(Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) to obtain the «UNESCO 
Global Geopark» label.

«UNESCO Global Geopark» label offers an international 
recognition of the geological heritage of the territory to enhance 
it and make it discover to the greatest number of people.
Geology surrounds us, shapes our landscapes and conditions 
our daily lives : from hills to cliffs, from sand to building stones, 
from wet meadow flowers to bocage.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE 
CROSS-CHANNEL GEOPARK 

Dear readers,

After consultation with elected representative, residents, 
local partners, la Communauté de Communes Pays d’Opale 
adopted in December 2022 its territorial project for the 
next ten years aimed at planning and guiding its economic, 
social and environmental development.
“La Balade d’Hardinghen” that you are about to discover was 
created in this framework with the intention of preserving 
and promoting the sometimes well-hidden treasures found 
within our beautiful intermunicipal community. It is with a 
sense of wonder, as seen through the eyes of a child
sharing a moment of complicity with their grandfather, that 
you will be guided along the paths of this commune.

I hope you will enjoy this interlude of well-being in the Pays d’Opale and that you will 
become wonderful ambassadors of it.
Happy discovery, 
 
Ludovic Loquet
Président de la Communauté de Communes Pays d’Opale

Dear readers,

Welcome to the heart of the Parc naturel regional des Caps 
et Marais d’Opale !
Discover Hardinghen in a new way through the comic book 
«la Balade d’Hardinghen» and embark on an adventure full 
of surprises, emotions, and discoveries. This is a unique 
opportunity to fall in love with our region over and over again 
and be amazed by the diversity of our natural, cultural, and 
geological heritage.

This project, shared with the Communauté de Communes 
Pays d’Opale, embodies our deep commitment to the UNESCO 
Global Geopark label application, aiming to showcase our 
territory, which rightfully deserves this recognition.
Enjoy the journey,

Sophie Warot-Lemaire 
Conseillère départementale
Présidente du Parc naturel régional des Caps et Marais d’Opale

EDITORIAL
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D’HARDINGHEND’HARDINGHEN
Les héros

L É A N D R E 
Hello, my name is Léandre. I have always lived in Hardinghen, located 
between Marquise, Guînes et Licques. It is a discreet little place, with 
a lot of stories to tell ! 
I have always been proud to live here in the heart of this beautiful 
and preserved nature. Like my grandparents before me, I am
committed to passing on my granddaughter this wealth of memories 
and stories that are so dear to me.

H E R M I N E 
Hello ! My name is Hermine and I am 9 years old. Do you know what ? 
My grand-dad is the best in the whole world !
He is super intelligent and he knows a lot of too cool things !
When I go and visit him in his house in Hardinghen, it is party time !
He’s always telling me such great stories. 

O U R  T H R E E  W E A S E L S
Here are our three little weasels ! They will lead Hermine and her 
grandfather onto wonderful adventures through different
landscapes of Hardinghen. Keep your eyes open ! 
They will be with you along the way. But watch out ! Sometimes, 
they do hide ! Will you find them ?

 

How can I obtain the comic book 
« LA BALADE D’HARDINGHEN » ?

TO DOWNLOAD ON MY MOBILE : 
 
HERE : OR HERE :

www.parc-opale.fr
www.paysdopale.fr

MAISON DU GÉANT

RUE DU GÉNÉRAL  
DE GAULLE

 JARDIN

RUE NOIRE

RUE DE LA MOTTE

LE COLOMBIER

LES ÉOLIENNES

LA MAIRIE

L’ESTAMINET

LA TOUR  
PENCHÉE

L’ÉGLISE

D’HERMINE & D ’HERMINE & DE LÉ ANDREDE LÉ ANDRE
Le parcours

The characters are fictional, based on real events.

Approximately 5 km to cover, wear walking shoes.

START



D’HARDINGHEND’HARDINGHEN
La balade

Script :  
Parc naturel régional des Caps et Marais d’Opale,  

Communauté de Communes du Pays d’Opale and Emilie Frot

Illustrations, coloring, and layout by :
Gregory Barek
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It's going to be great  
to show you around the 

vIllage. It seems very quiet 
and peaceful here,  

but as you'll see, some 
great adventures took 

place here.

ooh, yes,  
I want to know all 
about them! Mmm, 

it's nIce here -  
I lIke being wIth  

you gramps!

did you see  
those animals  

outside? 

What  
hermIne?

look  
gramps!
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three lIttle 
furry things

...

but  
where have 
they gone?

Come 
on!

ha...  
I have an  

idea who they 
could be! let's go 
and see if we can 

fInd them.

Maybe that  
lady over there 

saw them? 
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excuse-me,  
have you seen three 

lIttle animals?

they must be  
the three lIttle  

weasels... 

oh, we are used to  
seeing them around - 

they are our three lIttle 
weasels! and as a Queen, 

I know exactly where 
they wIll be.

of course!  
I aM a real Queen,  

and my name is Iris. 

you may have noticed  
that there are a lot of  

castles and stately homes  
in hardInghen. here,  

queens are what we call  
the women who look  

after the flowers  
in the church.

are you  
really a  
Queen?

ooh,  
that's  
great! 

It's a pretty  
church, isn't it?  

saint Marguerite's -  
all pInk and beige.

Can you feel  
the lIttle bumps?  
It is also made of  

sandstone.

It is  
delightful!  
Is it made of  

Marquise stone?

yes, but not 
only. run your 

hand along  
the wall!
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I've got some  
flowers left over. 

Would you lIke to put 
them at the foot of our 

leaning tower?  
It's a hIstoric  

monument!

and as for the weasels,  
I think they have gone  

on a wander round  
the vIllage. 

go up the lane that goes  
along the fIelds, you’ll  
arrive at the dovecot  

castle where you’re sure  
to fInd them.

enjoy 
your 
walk!

thank 

you Iris!

ooh,  
this is a real 
adventure!

the tower  
is over there,  

behind the  
church. 
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Take the lane to the left like Hermine and Léandre. 

let me tell you about  
the dovecote castle. It's  

called that because there used 
to be a beautIful dovecote 

there and the oWners  
were lIcensed to breed  

doves and pIgeons.  

look at those 
huge columns! 
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and that  
enormous tree,  

it's a copper beech. 

ooh!  
I think some  

iMportant people 
must have  
lIved here!  

but I can't see  
the weasels..

Where can  
they be?

over  
there gramps! 

they went along 
the road to the 

rIght. let's  
folloW them!

Where are they 
taking us now? 

ah, there  

they are,  

the lIttle  

rascals! 

Turn right along Rue Verte
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We're going  
towards the fIelds 

and the rue de  
la Motte! 

oh, the wInd  
feels nIce! 

look gramps! I'm 
dancing lIke the 

trees and the 
flowers! 

We should fInd 
them there!’

you certaInly are!   
and nature is so  
powerful here. 

have a lIttle 
rest now. 

At the end of the track, turn left like Léandre and 
Hermine and continue on to the first farmhouse.

ooh,  
what  
is it?

I think it's a good 
tIme to tell you 

our secret, which 
is yours too. the 
secret about our 

ancestors...

have you seen  
the wIndmIlls? 

they are  
dancing too!



22 23

it's a secret  
we've kept in the family 
sInce the 17th century. 
our ancestors used to 
lIve here, cultivating 

the land. 

one day,  
they were ploughing  

a fIeld wIth a  
horse-drawn  

plough’ 
...

It hIt a rock  
buried in the soil. 

do you know  
what it was?

a black  
rock! 

a precious  
stone?

in a way yes. It was coal.  
We used it before  
to produCe heat.

and it was indeed  
precious, because it  

was the start of many 
years of prosperity  

for our vIllage!

Mr hénIchart  
was the fIrst person  

to mIne the coal then 
everything developed 
when the désandrouin 

family moved here. 

the vIllage  
became rIcher,  

and a lot of people  
came to lIve and  

work here.

It was the fIrst  
coal to be found in  

the nord-pas de CalaIs 
region! 
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and all because  
of our family?  

that's aMazing!! 

oh gramps,  
look at that  
horseshoe on  
the wall. It's  

enormous!

you’re rIght!  
and there's a reason  

for that. 

did you know  
that horses were used  
to extraCt the coal? 

these workhorses were 
very bIg and powerful, 

wIth very bIg hooves!

hey,  

the weasels,  

there they are!

let's go after them!  
It wIll take us to  
a street named  

after coal!

yes, I can see  
a sIgn  

over there...

rue noire , that  
means black street. 

black. like the coal dust 
on the mIners'faces  

when they came home 
from the mIne. 

you see, this is  
the street the mIners 

would walk along to go 
to and come back from 

the mIne where the  
coal pIts were.
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We are justifiably  
proud of this part  

of our region's hIstory.  
you know, mIners had very 

hard lIves. they used  
to hew out the coal  

in underground tunnels 
which were very hot  

and dark. now the nord-
pas-de-CalaIs coalfIelds 

are a unesCo World  
heritage sIte!

ooh!  
so cute!

gramps, there  
are some sheep  

over there. Can I  
go and see them?

of course!  
Come on then.

Continue in the same direction for another 100 or so metres 
and go into the garden on the right after the pond.

hello, we're 
just admirIng 

your sheep!

It’s the fIrst tIme 
I've been here. 

I've brought my 
granddaughter 

to see it. 

When I was young, 
people used to say 

that wetlands were 
dangerous for 

children.

hello, yes,  
they are boulonnaIs sheep. 
It is a breed used to keep the 

grass short in areas lIke 
this and mainly in the chalk 
meadoWs. they were brought 
here as an eCological way of 

maintaining the land.  
they graze on the grass  
and fertilize the soil at  

the same tIme!  
there is lots to see here.  

It is called a wetland  
conservatIon area.

that's what people  
often say, but in fact 
they are teeming wIth 

wIldlIfe and are  
very useful too as they 

fIlter the water and  
purify it.

do you know  
the garden?
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Woow! 
gramps,  

look at all  
the flowers!

It's magnificent. 
a lIttle corner 

of paradIse.

It's a perfeCt  
habitat for plants  

and animals. no less  
than 328 species were 

identIfied here.  
you're welcoMe  
to go and have  
a look around.

thank you  
for your interest! 
enjoy your vIsit!  

take the tIme  
to enjoy the peace 

and quiet. 
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I've found a  
hIding place. It feels  

so safe in here!
hey,  

my lIttle oWl!  
I'almost dIdn't see  

you in your pollarded 
wIlloW tree!

this garden is full  
of surprIses!  

Come along now.

I'm inside  
the tree! 

...

When you leave the garden, turn left and walk along St Joseph’s school.

that garden was great! 
but now, we have to fInd 

the weasels. 

hello  
gramps!  
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so, my lIttle sWallow!  
do you know where  

we are?

that's where  
you're wrong! the coal  

found underground was  
used to generate heat which 
could melt glass. and there 

used to be a well-known 
glassWorks at the end of  

the street. they said it was  
one of the fInest  

in franCe! 

’ ’rue de la verrerie’ .  
that hasn’t anythIng  

to do wIth our  
 ’  precious stone!’

behind these  
walls is the stately 

home built by the 
glassWorks oWners,  

the désandrouins.

their trade 
really took 
off in 1721. 

What  
a family! 

they would ship the  
demijohns to the main frenCh 

seaports,  bordeaux,  
la rochelle, lorient, and even 

to england. It became quite  
a large industry.

It was the  
désandrouin family  

who ran the business and 
brought such prosperity  

to the vIllage  
of hardInghen.  

What's  
a demijohn?

It used to make  
demijohns. 

they were bIg glass  
bottles used to carry 

frenCh wIne.
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not so long ago  
they were making lemonade  

there.but the house isn't there  
anymore. It used to belong  
to pierre Cazin, the friend  
and partner of théodore  

désandrouain.

gramps! 
the weasels! 
over there!

on this sIde it is the  
rue général de gaulle  

which used to be known as 
the rue des riches (or rIch-
man’s road). It goes round 

the château attached to the 
glassWorks. In 1881,  

the château was oCcupIed  
by dominican nuns. they set 

up a sChool in 1935 and  
some of the children  
that went there had  

famous relatIves!

look at those fIne  
houses! this street used  
to be very busy, and the 
market held here would  
go rIght along its whole 
length. you could buy  

everything there. 

anyway, here's a  
challenge for you.  

there's still  
a basket of fruit  

hIdden somewhere! 

do you think you 
can fInd it?

but there was strong  
competition. the lord  
of fiennes had hIs oWn  

coal mInes.
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there gramps!  
I've found it!!!  

apples, and grapes!  
I love grapes!

Well done! 
you've got 
good eyes!  

let's go to  
the market 

sQuare now.

this is where the market  
ended. there were always  

artisan workshops  
on this sQuare. 

before, they all had  
some conneCtion to glass, 

wood and coal! I'm glad  
that there are still some 

artisans and artists selling 
their work there. 
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hey gramps!  
there they are!  

the weasels!

going down  
the rue de l'eglise.  
let's folloW them!

look at that enormous  
door gramps!  

the weasels look tIny  
in comparison.

you’re rIght.  
It is iMpressive! 
 I think a gIant  

must lIve there!

look! the weasels! 
they're going along 

the road!

We'll catch them 
on the other sIde! 

hurry though!

let's take a short 
cut along the lane 

on the rIght! 
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What is  
this place?

It's the castle  
of viscount hogendorp 

who used to be an aIrman 
during the war. 

Wow!   
What an excitIng 

place this is!

gramps...
look at the 

sIgn!

It's the coat  
of arms of  
hardInghen

and there are 
our weasels!  
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yes, they are the arms,  
the symbol of the great  

désandrouins family!

they stand  
next to the lIon, 
the arms of the 
lord of fiennes!

so this is what they 
wanted me to see!  

the hIstory of  
hardInghen.

let's leave the weasels 
alone now. We can have  
a glass of lemonade at 

the lion d'or Inn.  
Would you lIke that?

thank you, 
gramps, for  
this lovely  
adventure!

ooh, 
yes!
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